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YOU THINK OF | 
YOURSELVES 
TOO HIGHLY! 





WHAT'S 
HE TRYING 
TX SAYP 





ITSA 
Ane iS ‘ 
EARLY FOR SHORTY 
PEASANTS ANDO I APE 
LIKE YOUR- SAMURAI/ 
SELVES TO re, * 


STAND UP 
TOUS! 





LOOKIN’ 
AT YA 


ICHIZOU 
FROM 
THE NEXT 
VILLAGE 
OVER! 


YOUR HEAD’S 
GONE FUNNY [; 
FROM HAVIN’ /¥ 
NOTHIN’ 
TO EAT! 





WE’LL TAKE 
ICHIZOU 
WITH US 


TO THE 
SATSUMA/S 


SFX: 
Running 


QUIT IT 





COME TO 


| THINK OF IT, 


THIS GUY 

IS GOIN’ 

AROUND 
WITH LISHI- 


HOW MANY 
TIMES DO I 
HAVE TO SAY IT 
FOR YOU TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT IMA 
SAMLPAI..,.? 








SFX: 
Clunk 





YOU'RE 
FUCKIN’ 
INSANE/ 


YOU'RE 
GONNA GET 
CAPTURED 
AT THIS 
RATES 





WE NEED 
TO GET... 


BODY AT 
LEAST... 


Gee 
ru a re 


SFX: 
Clanging 





“Mem 


7 os 4 




















LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
FUCKERS 
FROM THE 
VILLAGE 
GAVE UP. 


A 3 
\ iy “ 
a. 


THERE’S 
NO WAY 
THEY CAN 
MATCH 
OUR PACE 
AFTER 
ALL. 


THEY'RE 


| NOT FOL- 


LOWIN’ US 





I’M 
SURE THE 
VILLAGERS 


THIS WILL 
GET YOU 
MURA 
HACHI.* 


sq Author notes — 


Murahachi or 
ostracism = The 
breakdown of 
the relationship 
from village 
society. Other 
than Arefighting 
and funerals, the 
village will not 
take care of: 
General care, 
marriages, 
construction, 
health care, 
water damage, 
travel, childbirth, 
or death 
anniversaries. 





YOU WERE 



















PR/N — 

Mikushi 

azuke no 

gi-—In 
weadings HAVE 
a comb is CHIYO 
Msirteen HOLO IT 
bride to WHEN 
tae SHE GETS 
that they MARRIEO, 
icone YA KNOWP 


one. 


BESIDES, 
THERE’S 


DON’T HAVE 
THE SORT 
OF RELA- 

TIONSHIP 


ARE YOU 
GOING ON 
ABOUTP 


THE 
REASON 
‘M ALWAYS 
t FAVORING 
\ CHIYO, 





BROTHER 
GETS KILLED } 
THEN WHAT’LL 

HAPPEN TO 


YOU'RE THE 
ONLY GUY IN 
Re THE HOUSE 





gic 
BROTHER 
SHOULD 
OUST STAY 
THERE AND 
BE QUIET 
FOR A BIT. 








SFX: 
clatter 





WIWIBL, Ry Fy, Ne 
i y LAT ae wv Why _S iF 
valle JOS eS Se? LN # 


aa 


AZ 
NE 


CHOICE WAS 
THERE!? WHAT 
COULD I HAVE 

DONE? 





INSTEAD 
OF HOE... 
IFT HADA 

SWORD. 


ANDO ALL 
OF ITIS 





GIVE ME 
your 
SWORD, 
ICHIZOU! 








I'VE LOST 
MY HOME 
AND MY 
FAMILY... 
EVERYONE'S 
DISAP- 
PEARED. 


LI CAN’T 
POSSIBLY 
APOLOGIZE 
TO CHIYO 
OP THE HAG 
LIKE THIS/ 


iene 


RATHER 
THAN 
WHAT TI 
CAN 
GAIN... 


NOT ONLY 
THAT... I’M 
THE ONLY 
ONE LEFT 
ALIVE... 





YOU'RE A 


IF YOUR 


q iM = 
GONNA DIE, © Jaan WHETHER 

















IF YOUR GONNA 
KICK THE BUCKET 
AFTER HAVING YOUR 
FAMILY KIULED, 
BEING CHASED OUT 
OF THE VILLAGE, 
AND DOING 
NOTHING 
ABOUT TT, 








HOW LONG 
ARE YOU 


REASON 
D0 You GOING TO RUN 


NOW HOLD 
A SWwORD!? 


GEEZ 
= 


\N 


iy 










UNDERSTANDING \ as. \ 
THAT, DO YOU JEN SOMEONE 







STILL HOLD YOUR POELSE WILL 
OWN LIFE ABOVE > HAVE TO PAY 


FOR YOUR 






































you 
SAID IS 
RIGHT, 


IF I Ol€ 
HERE, OR 
OIE BY THE 





IF THEY 

FIND OUT 

WE LEFT, 
THEN 
WE'RE 
DEAD, 


I DON’T 
WANT TO 
OIE A 
DOG'S 


IF WE 
OON’T 
HURRY, 

WE WON’T 

2 MAKE IT IN 

TIME FOR 
ROLL 
CALL, 





FUCKIN’ 

KILL THE 
GUY WHO 
CUT DOWN 


hooting 





CHAPTER 2.1: CAPITAL PUNISHMENT; a 








On Flag: 
Ichigeki 


\\ iv it 
U 
XN 










THINKING 
OF DIVIDING 
THEM INTO 

TWO GROUPS 
TO 0O 
4 MOCK 
BATTLE. 


IT'LL BE 
4 GOOD 
CHANGE 
OF PACE. 












rat 


8 a 


We 
| SOMEHOW 
MANAGED TO 
\ Vike IT TO 
\\WOeNING 
OBL CALL, 


UNTIL NOW 
WE'VE 
ONLY BEEN 
PRACTICING 
BASIC 
SKILLS. 


AFTER ALL, 
YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 

OEAL WITH 


AREN'T WE 
FORGETTING 
SOMETHING?P 





ONE SIDE 
WILL HAVE 
FEWER 
NUMBERS TO 
CREATE A 
HANDICAP, 


LIKE WE’RE 
DOING 
MOCK 


DISTRAC- Swoerp 


TION. FIGHTS. 





CONCERN- 
ING LAST 
NIGHT... 


I’M SURE 
YOU KNOW 
THIS, BUT... 


IT’S 
TROUBLE- 
SOME, SO 
I'LL KEEP 

IT BRIEF 


THERE ARE 
PEOPLE WHO 
LEFT THESE 
GROUNDS, 





you 
WILL BE 
EXECUTED, 





SFX: 
Shaking, 
Crick erick 


WE CAN’T 
HAVE THE 
OTHERS 
GET SICK 
AS WELL. 


RIGHT, 
BRING 
HIM HERE 
YOKICHI! 


IF YOU'RE 
NOT 
FEELING 
WELL, 
STAY AWAY 





po YOU 
HAVE A 
TEMPERA- 
TURE OR 
SOME- 
THINGP 








MUN 





I'S THIS 
GUY'S FAULT 


WHY DID 
YOU TRY TO 
RUN AWAY? 


HAVE 
YOKICHI, YOU PAY 
UNTIE THE FOR THE 
DOCTOR 
AS 
WELL, 





UMEKICHI 
ATTEMPTED 
TO ELOPE 
WITH ONE 
OF IMURA'S 
PROSTI- 
TUTES. 


AN IGNORANT panei 

6UY LIKE YOU th | INEORMATION 
COULD NEVE? vt NETWORK 

THAT HOOD- 

LUMS OIWY 


TAKE A GIRL 
ANDO RUN 
: UP IN THE 
DIFFERENT 






ust AS THE 
ASTER SAIO. 
BECALISE OF TO BEGIN WITH, 
peg hee IF YOU HAD 
THOUGHT ABOLIT 
GETTING THE GIRL, YOU 
PRETTY - WOULON’T HAVE 
SEVERELY TRIED TO RUN 
PUNISHED 30S AWAY WITH HER. 
RIGHT NOW. \p 
7 
\ ay 




















SFX: 
Splash, 
Bubble 








AND THE 
REPLACEMENT 
WARRIORS 
WE'RE WAITING 
FOR AREN'T 
HERE, IT’S 
NO WONDER 
YOUR SPIRIT IS 
BREAKING. 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 
SIR WADAP 


YOU CAN'T 
0O A THING 
WHILE YOUR 
VILLAGE 
IS BEING 
ATTACKED, 
YOU'RE 
COOPED UP 


IF WE TAKE 
THIS INTO 
ACCOUNT, 

THEN T THINK 

WE SHOULD 

GE LENIENT 


LORD 
SHIMADA, 


IT’S NOT 
LIKE WE 
OON'T 
UNOER- 
STAND 
your 
FEELINGS. 


LOOKING AT 
IT THAT WAY, 
SOME OF 
THE FAULT 
MAY LIE 
WITH US, 








USE THAT 
WAKIZASHI, 
UMEKICHI. 


Ritual 
suicide 


perfor THIS IS A 
by asmun oS T WILL WARRIOR’S 
peter ALLOW YOU COMPAS- 
by one's TO COMMIT 

samurai will SEPPUKU, 


often kill 
themselves 
by slicing 
open their 
stomachs 
to preserve 
their honor. 
Another 
person will 
usually 
behead the 
samurai 
before they 
Feel too 
much pain. 
Peasants 
like 
Umekichi 
are rarely, 
if ever, 
given an 
opportunity 
tocommit RY 
seppuku. NY 

































WE WILL 
ALLOW 
yOU TO 
COMMIT 

SEPPUKU 

INSTEAD, 


WAIT A... 
YOU WANT 
ME TO... 
COMMIT 
SEPPUKU?P 


THERE IS 


wAaeelor/ 


THE BASTARD 

ONLY LOOKS 
LIKE A PEASANT aoe 
TO ME THOUGH... SS &. INTEREST- 


TOA 
warrior, 


OOHH... 
THIS’LL BE 
THE FIRST 
TIME I SEE 
SOMEONE 

COMMIT 





1S THIS sie, 
KINDA GLY | ‘CZ, re ae 
: E\ DOCTOR'S 

FEES, 


LET US 
WATCH THIS 
REALLY 





ANlD PROTECT THE \ AF | 
HONOR OF THE ONE | 
strike spectaa 7 SY] 


SQUAD! 


L-L-LORPD 
SHIMADA/S 








NS 


IF PM 
GOING TO DIE, 
1D RATHER 
YOU JUST 
BEHEAD ME 

ql ONE Gor 


IT WON'T 
CHANGE 
THE FACT 
THAT 
YOU'RE 
DEAD. 


WE NEED 
SOME- 
ONE TO 
IBEHEAD 





AREN'T 
you 
GLADP 


YOU DOING? 
HURRY UP 
AND COME 
OVER! 






















T’LL TRY 
TO MAKE IT 
PAINLESS 


DON’T FOR YA, WHEN 
YOU PLIT THE 
you SWORD CLOSE 
TO YOUR 
STOMACH, 


THAT'S WHEN 
aisLL CLT... 


THE HEAD ONLY 
FAULS WHEN WE 
SEE UMEKICHI, 
CIKE A SAMURAI, 
GLORIOUSLY CUT 
STRAIGHT ACROSS 
HIS STOMACH! 


ACTHOUGH THERE 





NO ONE 
Bou, nurs 
CORRECT. 
THEIR SPIRIT 
BY REDUCING 
THE ACTTOA 
MERE FOR- 


SAMURAI! 


WwW 
Hurry uP 
AND DO IT, 
UMEKICHIS 


SFX: 
Clattering 





THIS GUY'S 
CRYING LIKE 











WHAT 
EXACTLY 





THE ONES 
WHO ARE 


MESSED 
UP IN THE 
HEAD... 


THE ONLY 
PEOPLE 
WHO'D ENJOY 
CUTTING 
THEIE OWN 
STOMACH... 





THE anes 
WHO ARE £, 
FUCKING 











































































































| 


Al 


J 
S  —_ 








SFX: 
Thwack!, 
Crack 


SFX: 
Spin, 
Crash 



































YOU CUT THE 
NECK ONCE 
YOU'VE SEEN 
THAT THEY'VE 
SLICED THEIR 
STOMACH... 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
USHI- 





\ THE ONE || THROWING | 
A wHo’s || DIRT ON THE j 


TO TRY TO RUN 
AWAY FROM 
HERE 1S JUST / 
RIDICULOUS! 












SAMEANE 
LiKE ¥QU 
® ISNOTA 

| WARRIOR OF 



































a7 


a] 
UA 






















































































I'M SURE 
I SAID TO 
CUT DOWN 
UMEKICHI 
HAD CUT HIS 
STOMACH 


inn 
Mi 


| \ 
Ue 


We 
"i 


B-BUT TO 
ALLOWED... 


PERMIT HIM 
TO COMMIT 
SEPPUKU.. 





THERE’S 

NO WAY 

A THAT THE 
COWARDLY 

TRAITOR 

UMEKICHI 


COULD BE 
CONSIDERED 
A SAMURAI. 





THAT’S WHY, 
THINKING IT 
WAS FINE 
TO GET RID 
OF HIM, 





SFX: 


Popping 









































WHEN DIO T 


TELL YOU TO 
oRrAw YOUR 
SWORDP 










KILL ANY 
MORE 
OF OUR 
FRIENDS... 






































Wy) Sy 2g GOING TO KILL 
THE SATSUMA 
WREAKING 

| : 7) Havoc 

- GOING To CUT thee A ie 
DOWN THE _ 
SATSUMA?? 


















































> 
THAT'S x 
RIGHT! a 


YEAH, LET 
US CUT 
DOWN THE 


SATSUMAS 











ALL OF YOU 
WILE BE FINE 
IF YOU JUST 
UISTEN TO OUR 
grx:| INSTRUCTIONS! 


Clack 

































































VAN ‘ pg 
f CNH Pn 





I'D LIKE TO 
ASK ONE 
QUESTION 

ABOUT WHAT 
YOU JUST 

SAID. 



































THERE'S 
ONLY 
GOING TO 
BE MORE 
DEAD MEN. 


Z— SS NN 


.  —E: 
C= 


I HAVEN’T 


HANDLING 
OF THE 
SWORD 

YET. 


NO GOOD.., 
THERE’S NO 
WAY I CAN 
MAKE THEM 
SETTLE 
DOWN NOW. 


THIS IS 
GOOD 
TIMING. 





HE'S 


LUMPING €& 


rovgiy | MEIN 


translated WITH 
to “Eight THEM? 


Heat/ 
Passion 


Hell Blade” 


7] 
A 
4 


LET YOUR 
BODIES 
HAVE A 
TASTE OF 
MY TECH- 
NIQUES! 
















I WILL LET 
YOU GO TO 
KILL THE 
SATSUMA. 







I UNDER- 
STAND. 






SFX: 
stagger 


BESIDES, . 
ALL THAT f iy 
WILL y THIS IS 


HAPPEN ' [> ~ | DOING 
IS THEY \ THERE'S | NOTHING 
GET CUT NO POINT , FOR THE 
DOWN. IN BEING \ | WELL-BEING 
RELUCTANT ct / fy = OF THE 
ABOUT SQUAD, 
THIS. 











IT SAVES 
US THE 
HASSLE OF 
DISPOSING 

OF THEM 

OURSELVES. 



































ss ah : ce ee, 
2 fT ATO HER | LISTEN 
Dy ete SO CARE- 


AV: /aS FULLY. 





PREPARE 
YOUR- 
SELVES. 


LS SJ 
ANCA NS 


TRAINING 


UNTIL 
THEN. 





THIS IS 
DEFINITELY 
NOT 
NORMAL... 




















































































































USHI- 
GOROU, 


I’M SURE a tS 
T'VE ALREADY 4) AKE I 
I'VE ALREADY : j MAKE ME 
IMMEDIATELY : Lp acain at 
THROW AWAY i. aaron 
SWORDS YOU 

CAN'T USE. 


































































































3 
WE CAN’T © F 
CONTINUE [S$ iE 
TO LEAVE W HIS MOVE- 


HIM ALONE. nal fi MENTS APE 
9 GAINING 

#4 TOO MUCH 

J) DITENTION. 





Author note: 
*Osadame- 
gaki- A 
goyoutou’s 
(in this case 
a thief or 


attacker ARE 
that’s linked > 
you suee RE HE'S BEEN 


to the 


Satsuma) THAT THIS 
guide or code. IS THE 


It restricts 
targets for WORK OF 
an attack to 
“Merchants 
and various 
ronin that 
help the 
shogunate’, BR 
“Merchants § 
and 
shogunate 
officials thal 
hinder the 
movements 
of samurai 
(in this case, 
patriots and 
imperial 
loyalists)’, 
“Merchants 
that deal 
with Foreign : 
vase and [eg } \ I DON'T 
“Merchants » 
that havea PY \ aD THINK HE BESIDES, WHO ELSE 
treasure : ed IS COM- THERE WERE WOULD 


house”. 
PLETELY || MANY PEOPLE ATTACK 
SANE WHO HAP- SUCH A 
RIGHT PENED TO POOR 


NOW. SEE HIM ON > 
THE ROAO TO VILLAGE: 


THE VILLAGES 

















WITH THE 
TO USE THE STATE THINGS 
SATSUMA NAME ARE IN RIGHT 
FRAUDULENTLY NOW... EVERY 
ANO HEEDING [a MOVE WE 
THE WORDS MAKE HAS TO 
OF MAONESS# BE THOUGHT 
IS INTOLg OUT. 
ERABLE} 





IT’S THE 
FAULT OF THE 
NO-GOOD 
ROGUES 
TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THE 
CONFUSION. 


OUR ACTS 
OF PASSION 

MUST HAVE 
A PLIRPOSE, 
AND WE MUST 
CONSTANTLY 

PROMOTE 
Our LEGITI- 
MACY. 


YOU HAVE 
FOUR 
OF YOUR 
FOLLOWERS 

STAYING 
HERE, 
DON’T 
youP 


4 GOYOUTOU 
IS BREAKING 
THE OSADA- 
MEGAKI, AS 
WELL AS 
FALSELY 
PINNING 
UNRELATED 
INCIDENTS 
ON US... 


IF WE 
DON'T 
CLEAR 
THIS UP, 
OUR GREAT 
CAUSE 
WILL FAIL. 


ANY- 
WAY, 
T Witt 
LEAVE THIS 
MATTER 
WITH YOU, 











AS LONG 


















AS IT’S 
JUST 
RY ABOUT 
FOR ME, ttt | SWINGING 
PERSON- iin BLADES, 
ALLY, I USE THEN YOU 
WHATEVER I ee a 
CAN GET MY 
HANDS ON. ANYONE. 


THE ENO, 

THIS IS A 
SIDE JOB. 
IT’S BEST 
TO GET 
IT DONE 
QUICKLY. 




































































THEY 
WANT US 
TO KILL 
EACH 


BUT 
IMUTA IS 
FORMID- 

ABLE. 


I’M 
SURE YOU 
ALREADY 
KNOW 
THIS. 




















INTENDS 
TO KEEP 
THIS 
MATTER Af 
SECRET. 


HAH, IF ONLY THERE WOLILO 
THEY HAO melee a eels GE A RISK OF 
THOUsHT OF [ITO oo SCANDAL IF 
SOME PEOPLE 
THEY weee || SAIGOL AeE, INVESTIGATED 
ee Our SuUBORDI- 
ee (NATES AND 
"|| WITH SUCH A Bee One? 
SITUATION, | TUE: |] ste OR POSI- 


TIONS. 


. 
BASICALLY, Wy 
WHAT YOU'RE 
SAYING IS 
THAT THE 
HIGHER LIES 
WOLILON’T 
HESITATE TO 
SPREAD OLI 
LEGS IF IT 
HELPED 























ALONG 
WITH TAKE- 
YOSHI... AND 
SABUROU... 


AND IT 
SEEMED 
LIKE YOU 

WERE TALKING 
A8OUT 
SOMETHING 
PRETTY 
IMPORTANT. 





WE WERE 
BRINGING 
YOU SOME 
TEA AND 
SNACKS... 








fi WE WERE 
AN) WONDERING 


T TRIeo 
MAKING 
THESE BY 
8 COPYING THE 
4 METHODS 
USED BY THE 
POPULAR 
SWEETS 









IF YOU HAVE 
A PROBLEM 
WITH THAT, 
T’LL EAT IT 
FOR YOU, 
KUWAYAMA, 















THAN HE IS 
USING THE 





IT MIGHT BE 
BETTER TO 
FOCUS ON 
IMPROVING 

YOUR SKILLS 
AT MAKING 

SWEETS. 


WE HAVEN'T 
HEARD FROM 
LORD IMUTA 
EVER SINCE 
HE LEFT HIS 


THE 
CHOSHU 
FIGHTERS 


DO A THING | 


AGAINST 
EUROPEAN 
WEAPONS 





FROM 
THIS BATTLE 
FORWARDS, 
THERE WON'T 
BE ANY NEEO 

FOR OUR 

Sword 

SKILLS, 


SEEMED 
LIKE YOU 
WERE QUITE 
CLOSE TO 
you 
Haven’tT  TMUTA... 
MET WITH 
HIM RE- 
CENTLY, 
HAVE YOUP 














4 
IMUTAIS a 


A HARD TO 


UNDERSTAND IT'S NOT 


a NOT JUST JUST 
Male TO fi| ASMALL THOSE 
THREE... 
COMPREHEND. PEOPLE 
WHO ADORE 


EVEN SO, 
PEOPLE MAY 
TURN ON US, 
CONSIDERING 

j WE DON’T HAVE 

AS MUCH 

INFLUENCE 















THAT'S 
WHEN YOU 
COME IN, 


SIR KAIEDA. 


WE'LL 
HAVE TO 
‘ALLOW ONE'S 
FLESH TO BE 
CUT IN ORDER 
TO SEVER 
ANOTHER’S 


BONE”. 


BASICALLY, 
WE FOUR 
WILL PLAY 








EVEN IF 
WE END UP 
EXCHANGING 
OUR LIVES, 
WE WILL 
STRIKE HIM 
AT LEAST 
ONCE, 



















SOMEONE 
WHO IS 
ALREADY 
WOUNDED 
WILL BE 
NO MATCH 
AGAINST Sie 
KAIEDA'S 
SWORD. 


FROM THE 
BEGINNING, 
EVER SINCE 

WE ARRIVED | 
EDO, WE HAV 
RESOLVED TO § 
BE THE ONES 
WITH NO 
FUTURE. 


IF NO ONE 
IS ABLE TO 
BECOME THE 
FOUNDATION, 
THE WHOLE 
PLAN WILL 
FAIL. 


= WHILE 
Me HEISA 
SSS MONSTER, 


WHILE 
OUR OWN 
ABILITIES 
MGHT BE 
OF LITTLE 

VALUE, 





Ae NOT ONLY 
THAT, BLT 


OON’T 
MOVE NOW, 
THERE WILL 


MOMENT. 


SFX: 
Clack 





TLIN€ 
PRIN: 
Referenced 






IT’S BETTER 



















FOR US OLD- NO NEED | in chapter 
FASHIONED TO worry; <= 14. Manly, 
FOLK TO DESPITE SK true men. 
RETIRE INTO Tee ee 7 
THE NEXT : \\I 
LIFE AND THEY'RE JAIN? >, 
BECOME A ALSO 7 aca 
SPECTATOR. MASURAON, & 
dl 
aN 





LET’S DO Ss). 
THIS, SIR 
KAIEDA! 








ul 














HOW- 
WHILE I CAN’T EVER, IT 
HELP BUT HAS NO 
UNDERSTAND RELATION 
THAT YOU Aj TO THIS 
WOULD WANT 
TO LEAVE THE 
FUTURE TO THE 
YOUNG ONES... 
































sie 
KAIEDA... 


T WILL 
DEFINITELY 
BRING 
DOWN 

IMUTA, 







































































it 


IS 
SSS 


N 










































































































































































































































































































































































FIGHTING 
HOW LONG 
HAVE YOU Le 
SHIMADA |] BEEN DOING 
a THATP 





SINCE I 
HAO A BATH, 
I'VE BEEN 
| PRACTICING 
» UNTIL NOW... 


BEEN DOING 
THIS FOR. 


UM... 
IS THERE 
4 PROB- 



































ALRIGHT, 
COME OVER 
HERE FOR A 
MOMENT, 





\ 


CLANG! 


SFX: 











MOTIVATION, 
T’LL IGNORE 
THE UNAUTHO- 
RIZED USE 
OF YOUR 
SWORD. 





LIKE YOU 
WERE 
TRYING TO 
SERIOUSLY 
CUT ME... 


IFT 
DON’T OO IT 
SERIOUSLY, 
THEN I CAN’T 
GAUGE YOUR 
STRENGTH, 


DEFI- 
NITELY 


} 


b> 


i 
























 . 


a 






















































































ee ee 
Z S SS 7 
a: : . 
1. = ples 
aS Ce z 
~~ 
































A FIREP 


















































SFX: 


Pop pop, 
tremble 
tremble 


TO PREPARE 
FOR AN 


EMERGENCY, \_ua 


WITH YOUR 
PERMISSION, 
TI WOULD 
STRONGLY 
SUGGEST 
THAT LADY 
TENSHOUIN 
PREPARE TO... 
TO EVACUATE. 








IT APPEARS 
TO HAVE 
ORIGINATED 
FROM THE 
MAIOS’ LIVING 
QUARTERS IN 
THE OUTER 
CITADEL OF 
E00 CASTLE. 
WHILE WE ARE 
CURRENTLY 
PUTTING ALL 
OF OUR 
EFFORTS INTO 
EXTINGUISHING 
THE FLAMES... 





WE SHALL 
DISPATCH 
TROOPS TO 
THE CITY 
DEFENCE 
FORCE IN 


PLUS, THEY'VE 
SET FIRE TO 
THE OUTER 


CITADEL... THE x 
SATSUMA APE 


NO LONGER 
SANE. 





THOUGHT THE 

GOYOUTOU 

S—IWEPRE DYING 
BOW A 


| ARE TAKING UP 
4) RESIDENCE WITH 





I'VE HEARD . \ ! 
COOKING UP & Fa way Lovo $ 
SOME SORT > HK : WAy, LORD 
OF SCHEME 
IN A PLACE 
WE’RE NOT 
WATCHING? 





THERE’S 


I WONDER 
IF THAT'S 


THERE ARE 
HAS BEEN RUMOURS THAT 
SECRETLY \ A VASSAL OF 
TALKING ANDO a THE SHOGLI- 
COLLUDING : D 
WITH MEMBERS 
OF THE 
CHOUSHUU 
ANDO THE 
SATSUMA. 





WE WILL 
THOROUGHLY LET US 7 
INVESTIGATE PREPARE THE Hecate 
SUBJUGATION 
CATCH THEIRG } FORCE ANO || THE CRUMINAL 


sax: \O San WAS ASSISTED 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE SATSUMA 
AREN'T THE 
ONLY ONES 
THAT ARE 
INSANE. 


THIS CASE OF 
ARSON WAS 
TOO WECL- 
PREPARED! 


I’VE HAD 
ENOUGH 
OF THESE 
GUYS... 

























WELL, SEE... 


WE'RE THIS TIME WHEN N Kv HUHP Me 
GOING > b> "E rm serine || 010 You | fl S* KG Ikonoou, 
TO TRY 7 1\\~~F\ue THE New |] ARRIVE IN = 
GATHERING 4p. WiPOST FOR THE|| EDOP 
SOME A {SHINSENGUMI 
FRESH SF Pp Here In evo. 
RECRUITS. 


THEREFORE, 
TO RAISE 
+ FLINDS, 


































TM 60INe |i 
AROUND AND \_y 
DEPENDING ON (_ 
THE GOOD =-—— 
WILL OF 
OTHERS. a 


































TN: 
*Kakujirou 
= Sakuma 

Shouzan 
and his 














WELL, I'D 


























mistress LOVE TO 
Ochou’s \ 
chiid. | THINK OF IT, | CONTRIBUTE: 
maar | HOW Is Your ‘eur EM 
Ojun, was NEPHEW IN OIRE 
Katsu KAKUJIROU STRAITS 
Kaishu's DOING, |S MYSELF... 


little sister, 
and 

therefore 
being 


HE WELLP 





I’VE HEARD THAT 
KAKUJIROU HAS 
TN: Kakujirou BEEN HIDING IN 
was a part EOO ANO I’M 
of the ABOUT TO GO 
Shinsengumi LOOKING FOR 
HIM NOW. 


SHINSENGUMI 
HAVE DECIDED 
THAT ANY 
FUGITIVES THAT 
ARE FOUND 
ARE TO BE 


EXECUTED. 





AIMING FOR HIS 
HEAD, BUT WERE 
AIMING FOR THE 
PETITION IN Ht 





TN: * Kiyokawa 
Hachirou = 
A warrior who 
was one of the 
instigators 
of the Meiji 
Restoration. 
After he was 
assassinated 
by shogunate 
supporters, 
his head 
was given to 
Yamaoka 
Tesshu and 
hidden. 


TN: * Asari 
Matashichirou 
= Swordsman. 
One story is 
that Yamaoka 
Tesshu, who 
was taking 


disciple of 

Asari after 
he was 

defeated. 












W-W-WAIT 
4 MOMENT, 
YAMAOKA- 
KUN, CALM 










EVEN IF 1 WERE TO 
CUT MY STOMACH 
OPEN, IT CAN NEVER 
SATE MY HUNGER. . . 
ANO My SWORD IS 
STILL PAWNED 
OFF ANYWAY! 

















TN: 
Apparently 
the 


Shinsen- 
gumi were 
quite low 
on funds, 
thus we 
have 
Kondo here 
begging For 
Funds and 


lack of 
wealth. 






THE REASON 
I CALLED YOU 





IT'LL BE 

















HERE IS BECAUSE y TROUBLE- 
I NEED SOMEONE SOME FOR 
WITH YOUR QUICK ME IF YOU 
WITS AND CUT YOUR 
CHARACTER. STOMACH. 






















































YOU'RE SEX: 
WHILE GOING | quiver 
YOU'RE J TO WORK quiver 
HERE, I CAN YOURSELF 
HELP OUT TO THE 
WITH YOUR 







FOOD BILL, 
, SO OON’T 











REN WATE HEE T]f 
\ a 
wy) || Ge 


IT IS THE 
INTENTION OF 
YAMAOKA 
TETSUTAROU 
AND 1 TO WORK 
WHOLEHEARTEDLY 

















IT 1S FOR THE § 


4 MATTER OF THE f 
REPLACEMENT 
SOLDIERS 
FOR THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD... 


WHY ARE 
YOU HERE 
AGAIN? 


















SFX: 
cough 
cough 





J’ | THANK YOU 
a | FOR YOUR [Ah 
, EFFORTS. Wis 








I WANTED 
TO DO THIS 
AFTER WE 


RECEIVED MORE \, 


SOLDIERS, 
HOWEVER THAT 
IS NO LONGER 

POSSIBLE. 


WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT WE WILL 
NOT COME OUT 
OF IT WITHOUT 
SEVERE CON- 
SEQUENCES, 


YES... THAT 
SHOULD 





WE ARE 
PLANNING A 
LARGE-SCALE 
ASSAULT 
AGAINST THE 
SATSUMA 
TOMORROW 
EVENING. 


WHILE WE 
ARE ATA 
DISADVANTAGE 
OUE TO THE 
LOW NUMBERS 
OF THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD, 





TN: 
Referring 
to Charles 
Chanoine, 
the com- 
mander of 

the First 

French 

Military 
Mission to 
Japan. 










WELL, DO 
YOUR BEST, 
WILL YOUP 














































































































a = 
: \\ [NEE 2 
AAH, THAT TTS S12 i Nea ANOTHER 
MILITARY |.) we SHANO- Hho ish: || visttore 
AOVISOR... J Pe WAANU. ffir tHis | 
(asf SR = TIMEP 
ah | : 
= 7 : i L lH 
THERE'S ior |i ae - IE 
NoTime | | [" Bc | 
TO eeStA.| | x ci : 
Se |p 
N Mm . wi X OS! 
i) ‘e WF f Wan 
f\\ “4g ly i \. 
a 





THE ONE 
STRIKE, ONE 
KILL SQUAD 

| REALLY IS 

DISPOS- 

ABLE... 


























YOU DARE 
LOOK DOWN 
ON ME. 

















if] 
i 


SBS Raea 


{ 











































































































; WHAT 
T’M STILL > | APE YOU 
DRINKING ‘A _ TALKING 
sx] “HERE. ir Ay ABOUT? 


burp 
é 7 








OR WHAT, 

ARE YOU 

GOING TO 
KICK ME OUT 
OF HERE BY 





DEAR 
CUSTOMER... 
YOU HAVE 
ORUNK QUITE 
A LARGE 
AMOUNT... 





TAKE ALL 
: — OF WHAT'S 
IN HERE. 


T’LL PAY 
FOR THE 


























ISN'T 
LORD 
KAIEDA, 


THAT 
WAS THE 
BOAT FARE 
TO CROSS 
THE SANZU 
RIVER. 


so you've [it 


COME TO 
KILL ME. 





I’M NOT 
HERE TO 
TREAT YOU 
TO SAKE. 


ISS 


Ss 






















































ON ORDER 
FROM LORD 
SAGARA. 


you 
CAN'T 
CUT ME So... 
LIKE HOW LONG 
THAT. ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
SIT THERE 


sw iii AN et IT'S 
cM anal a BECAUSE 
I DON’T 
WANT TO. 



































ONE, IT 
WOULO BE 
USELESS TO 
TRY TO FIGHT 
WHEN YOU 
HAVE THE 
ADVANTAGE 
IN SPACING. 


I’M NOT 
FOOLISH 
ENOUGH 
TO DRAW 
MY SWORD 
HERE. 





NOT ONLY 
WOULD 
KILLING 







THERE’S NO 
REASON 
TO GET RIO 















































I HAVE TWO 
REASONS. 





RIGHT 
NOW... YOU 
CONTROL 
THE SPACE. 


ee 








ANOP 











I DON’T 

REALLY 

UNDER- 
STAND 
yOu... 





JUST GET 
TO THE 
POINT 
ALREADY. 















FROM . 


| WHAT T’veE | ¥4) Ve 
HH HEARO, | |e 














: 


i; YOU WERE 


—> 


ORIGINALLY 
=f PLANNING ON 
THROWING THE | / 
‘| SWORD AWAY 
| ANO ReTIeINe 
TO THE 
COUNTRY. 












































IF YOU 
LEAVE NOW, 
YOU SHOULD 
MAKE IT, BLT... 
THIS MIGHT BE 
YOUR LAST 
CHANCE. 








IF YOU STAY 
SOME PLACE 
WHERE OLIe 
EYES DON’T 
REACH, THEN T 
DOUBT ANYONE 
WOULO HAVE 
A PROBLEM. 


ALREADY 
DISCONNECTED 
FROM THE 
CURRENT OF 
THE WORLD, 



















THE ONES WHO'VE 1 AM NO LONGER 
CHANGED ME... THE MAN WHO ONCE 
THE ONES WHO'VE WANTED TO LIVE 


DRAGGED ME INTO 





I’M GETTING 
MY REVENGE. 


REALISING MY 
OWN WAY OF UIFE 











GOING AFTER 
GUERRILLA 
PEASANTS IS 
NO MORE THAN 












































































TO KILL ME, 
THEN LENE 


WHAT'S 
WRONG? 





SHOULD 
DO WHAT 
YOU LIKE, 


I CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND 








































































































































G 


4, 























LOOKS LIKE 
I’M BEING 
UNDERESTI- 
MATED, 


WHY GUYS... 


AREN'T 
you 
WEARING 










YOU'RE 
THROWING 4 
















TOGETHER 
TO GET IN 
THAT ONE 
SwOrD 
STRIKE. 





INTEREST- 
ING. 

















THAT 
orive OF LET ME 
”-| YOURS. RIDE 


T 
A; 


4 


I DON 


= 
O 
x 
WW) 
& 
<I 
8) 


YOU DO | 











SFX: Swoosh “ 








































THAT WAS 
CERTAINLY 
4 SWORD 
STROKE 
BACKED BY 








BUT 
BECAUSE 
OF THAT, 

FOUR 

WARRIORS 

NA HAVE DIED. 








JUST AS 
_\ I FEARED, 


































AND AS 

FOR MY 

SECOND 
REASON... 





THEREFORE,£ 


WITH THIS, 
ONE OF THE 
REASONS 
FOR NOT 
PULLING OUT 
MY SWORD 
HAS DIS- 


Sl APPEARED. 


THE WOUND 
TO YOUR 
STOMACH 

IS NOT 
SUPER- 
FICIAL. 








THEN 
RESIST 

AS BEST you 

YOU CAN, AREN'T 
GOING 
TO CUT 
ME THAT 
EASILY. 








2 
zs 
> 


$ 





























THERE IS NO 
POINT ARGUING! 














ToT 





























REALLY 
THINK YOU 
CAN BEAT 
MEP 


ACCEPT THIS AS 
US ACCEPTING 








| ARE YOU... af : W- 

| SUGGESTING a tie 

THAT I KILL piapdoaad 
YOU? oF toon 


YOU SAYING? 


(LIZ 


ine 



























































fi. Lm 
Y fi al 
‘a 











SFX: grab, 
whack 








SFX 
from left 
clockwise: 
THWACK, 








WHILE THE 
WOUNDS ON YOUR 
BODY WILL HEAL, 

THE SCARS IN 
YOUR HEART WILL 
REMAIN FOREVER! 


LORD 


Teme KAIEDA... RSS 











sda DON’T MESH 


NATION 

















SAGARA AND 
I THINK TOO 


DIFFERENTLY! 





BY IT’S THE 
OF THESE i) LEAST T 
WARRIORS, Bese CAN DO AS 
ATONEMENT 
FOR THE 
OEATH 








IF LORD KAIEDA 
WAS To FIND SOME 
WAY FOR US TO BE 

USEFUL WITHOUT THE 

USE OF SWORDS, 

WE WOULD GLADLY 





THING WE CAN 
DO IS TURN TO 

CORD KAIEDA’S 
COMPASSION! 

















YOU LOT 
HAVE TO 
HAVE FAITH 
IN YOUR- 
SELVES AND 
DECIDE. 


BECAUSE 
THAT IS 
EXACTLY 
WHAT I 
WILL BE 


WHAT I’M 
SAYING IS, 
DO WHAT 
YOU LIKE, 





HOWEVER, 

IF YOU CAN’T 
DEAL WITH THE 
CHALLENGE, 
T WILL BE 


TAKING YOUR 
LIFE WITH NO 
COMPLAINTS. 








LORo Fs Fs 
KAIEDA... Be | | 























How Lone 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO BE ON YOUR 
KNEES FOR, STOP 
MESSING AROUND 
AND FOLLOW MEL 





























AND 
GOING IN 
WITH AN 
ALL-OUT 
ATTACK. 
SO... 





























TOMORROW 
EVENING 
WE WILL BE 
HEADING 
OUT TO THE 
SATSUMA, 





I WON’T . 

BE TOO YOU HAVE 
HARSH FREE TIME 

ON YOU. UNTIL THEN. 




















THAT BEING 
THE PLAN IS A 4 SAIO, THE 
TO HAVE THE fi) ARRANGED \ CITY WILL 
poOanTtES : FOR YOU BE FULL 
FROM IMURA’S { 2, TO STAY ATI] ESpE- OF THE 
GO THERE. L \A ppc CIALLY ON SATSUMA'S 
IMURA'S EYES. 


STORE... 


HE’S SO 
SMART. 





TONIGHT, 
YOU SHOULD 
SATISFY 
YOURSELVES 
ALONG WITH 
your 
COMRADES. 


THINK ABOUT | 
TRYING TO TAKE: 
ADVANTAGE ~ 


OF THIS Wh 
OPPORTUNITY ~ 


THE ENTIRE GROUP 
WILL BE HELD RES- 
PONSIBLE AND WILL 
CONSEQUENTLY BE 
DISPOSED OF. 


WE PAID HIM 
ALOT TO 
ENSURE THAT 
THIS ANDO THE 
WILL BE MATTER OF 
KEPT ‘THE THREE 
UNDER THUSS 


IF EVEN ONE 
OF YOU TRIES 
TO RUN, 





FOR 
TAKING 
CARE OF 


en 


IF EVEN 


ONE PERSON 


DOESN'T 
COME BACK, 
EVERYONE IS 
PLINISHED, 
THEREFORE... 


T’LL SAY 
IT ONCE 
MORE. 






































wooHoo! 

I’M GOING 

OUT AFTER 
A BATH! 








a Rn 
TpPRSS 
THD ays 


Oe 
Se 

Hee 
x 


ane 


a ees 
on 


ee 


Baar Oa 




































one rine Bh ») THANK 
ae SEE! . YOU FOR , 
WAITING! | 











ALCOHOL! 
\, GET SOME SAKE 
|. OVER HERE! ; 





= < SOME BOOZE!| COME! 


< f x 





























MR. USHI- 
GOROU. 


cl 


| | DON’T WORRY 


Pj ABOUT ME 


| BRO, THE 
TWO OF YOU 

SHOULD GO 
UPSTAIRS 
AND TALK. 





TAKE TOO 
LONG... YOU ff 
WON'T HAVE 

ANYMORE 

TIME. 





THE BOSS 
SAIO THAT 
AND ENDED SHE WAS 
UP SELLIN’ USELESS 
HER OFF 
FOR NOTHIN’ 
TO A CHEAP 
HOTEL IN 
SAIGOKU... 





SHE WAS 
SUCH A 
LOVELY 

PERSON, 
ALWAYS 
LOOKIN’ 
OUT FOR 
EVERYONE. 


SFX: 
twang 


WELL... 
EVER SINCE 
SHE WAS 
, BROLIGHT 
BACK, SHE 
HAD BEEN 
FEELING 
UNWELL... 


T COULDN'T 
EVEN GUES 
HOW SHE’ 


oor 
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THE OTHER 
GIRLS ARE 

Hy ACTING 
A LIKE THEY 
USUALLY 


HOW LONG 
I CAN KEEP 
THIS UP. 





TODAY'S 
THE LAST 
DAY T’LL 
SEE YOU. 















































I KNOW YOU 
HAD TO FIGHT 
WITH THOSE 
SATSUMA 
SAMURAI... 


Me, USHI- 
GOROU, 
JUST WHAT 
SORT OF 
work 
ARE YOU | 
DOING...? NN 


I’M GOING 


CRITICAL 
IAS ITLIATION 


CRITICAL 
SITUA- 
TIONP 





W-WHY DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
GONNA 
DIE...P 





EVEN IF 
YOU KNEW, 
IT WOULD 
CAUSE YOU 
NOTHING & 

BUT Ke 
TeOueLe, © 


T WOULO 
HATE IT IF 
THE LAST 
TIME WE 
MET WAS 
WHEN WE 
ARGUED, 



























































































































































NO 
MATTER 
WHAT T 

OO, IT 
NEVER 












x NY THAT'S 
Ny =} I CAN'T... |} WHY I 
LS \ REALLY TOLO 
NSS SAB fo USE MY 
Te aA THING 


S NOW. 












































IT... IT’S 
your 
BUSINESS. 


NONE OF 





IF THAD A 
KATANA... 

‘LL TELL 

YOU THIS 


IT 





I THOUGHT 























T 
PLAN ON 


I 





I DON 
DYING 


SOON. 


th ee 
Yi! Param 7 


Lp 


r've 
OD, | wuar're 
ARE YOU | YOU sl versa 
GONNA | Sp. OW evannin’? 
RUN AWAY? | Zn C2 


IF YOU 00, 
I'l COME 


VY 


















































IF T LIN : 
AWAY WITH || IT’S NOT 
A GIL 





ANYWAYS, 
—~ YOU'LL 
\ PROBABLY 
\\ GET 
CAUGHT. 





























WHAT 
ARE YOU 
THINKING... 


BRINGING 
A GIRL WILL 

JUST BE A 
gZ=BURDEN. 


COME TO 
THINK OF 
IT, HE 
DION’T 





= IF THAT 
MR USHI- 7 IAS GS HAPPENS, 
GOROU'S Ze 


YOU'RE eX 
‘ smile 


SERIOUS, 





I DON’T 
REALLY 
GET IT, 
BLT... 





* WHAT OO 
YOU WANT 
Iai j| TO 00 
("I i|\ WITH THAT 
Y | SwORD, 
Me USHI- 
GOROUP 









WHAT USE 
IS IT TO 
youP 


























YOU'RE 
NOT A 
SAMURAI... 














} PAN 
Y D 





















































































































































I CAN’T HELP 
BUT THINK 
HE’S URGING 
US TO RLIN 
AWAY 


FOR TAKING 
CARE OF 
EVERYONE. 


THERE’S 
NO 
MISTAKE. 


BESIDES, 
IF SHIMADA 
IS SUDDENLY 
LETTING US 
GO OUTSIDE, 





YOU'LL BE 
RESPON- 
SIBLE 


BASICALLY 
I HAVE TO 
PERSUADE 
QA EVERYONE 













SO IT 













































DOESN'T 
MATTER SINCE 
WHETHER 
PON ea, DIE OR RUN REINFORCE- 
THEN THEY'LL AWAY MENTS THAT 
DEFINITELY WEONEs "See 
COME AFTER STOIKE Hitters 


US... SQUAD ARE AREN'T 
ESSENTIALLY com ING, 


FINISHED. 







I DON’T 
KNOW. 









ICHIZOU AND 













THING TO DO. 


I DON’T 
WANT TO 
DIE A 
DOG’S 
DEATH. 












SO 
RUNNING 
AWAY IS 

DEFINITELY 
THE BEST 
THING TO 

DO. 


THE OTHERS ARE IF WE WEPE 
IN HIGH SPIRITS TO RUN AWAY 
BUT, WITH A LITTLE 4 IT HAS TO BE 
TIME TO THINK, WITH EVERYONE. 
THEY SHOULD ESPECIALLY 
REALISE THAT YONEKICHI, 
RUNNING AWAY I CAN'T LEAVE 
IS THE BEST HIM BEHIND. 


THERE'S A 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT IMUTA 
WILL BE WITH 
THE SATSUMA 
TOMORROW 


MGHT... 








olD YOU 
ANO SONO 
ALREADY 


I NEED TO 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT. 



























































JUST 
SHUT UP 









“For the greater good”: that is why the remaining six 
members of the One Strike, One Kill Squad have been 
earnestly swinging their blood-stained swords. What will 
they choose to do after they've lost their friends, their 














IT’S MORE 
FUN TO AIM 
FOR THE 
BIGGEST 
CATCH 
RIGHTP 


AND LISTEN Monthly Comic ‘War’ 
TO ME! “For Sale On The 


27th Every Month” 
Highly-Praised- 
Serialization! 


SOMETHING 
THAT WE 
DECIDED 

OUuR- 
SELVES? 









(A } 





IF 
YOU'RE 
GOING 
TO GO 
FISHING, 


Bon ol-mere)aliiale(=10| 





WHS 4 


SP RSLEL AZ MRS — MET 
(slik 9 78 (CBAR LTH YES) 


BA 
FEALAKEB © Jiro Matsumoto 
KBB © Yoshio Nagai 


mA, 
Tee 


RATA 
PER AGS 


RAT AAA 4 FAL 
F 166-8560 HERA AZ ME Xs FF AL2-3-2 
TEL 03-5373-7001 (ft) 


FUR T 

Py RED RA ZL 

BUST 

RUE RARA AA 
@RACI+HERL THY EFA, AT + HT (KO 
A FIED A PHT HS) OWES, WAS M7 
WEB CWA LT. U4 PEE RBMICBEY (KS. 
PAV MEAP TERY BARKLEF. (HL. HT 
MALS OICOWTIIBMY BATH ETA. 
OAKHO-MELRLAME OT CHA, TM, LB BK 
BST SOLIS, EAE CRO ONZMAERS, BE 
FROME OMAMRE LED EDT. HSPUMMLE 
CHE BRD (ESV. 

@RAEE, MARAE SARMOFY ¥ {EI 
VPLS Cb —WRD SNECAD CCIE RE 
Vo 

@x MfEmIs IS y 7 H20184F HAS ~20184E+— AS 
(CHAIRS LOS MARA IC HMR LZ EDT. 
OcOWMSI1AY arveH), KEOMD, HA 
LUMRBOSWETA EL 5 EMOTE 


EL, SRORREMALELE CLE, BOEHDIVE 
LET. 
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